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– athletic facility, for purposes of determining if the resolution and hearing process 

outlined in recent legislation extending SAVE needs to be followed, is an athletic structure that is not 

physically attached to a school attendance center, An athletic facility infrastructure project is one that 

includes in whole or in part the construction of an athletic facility and does not include repair or 

maintenance.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/school-finance-basics/auditandallow02271623-d89a-481f-8832-3b1e9f245710.pdf?sfvrsn=4d945a33_3
https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/budget-planning-monitoring/approving-_budget_amendmentscc991737-642f-4658-920b-46da4ae94e40.pdf?sfvrsn=1b1a52f8_3


4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/budget-planning-monitoring/board_involvement_in_certified_budget_developmentceffb92b-b27c-4417-a433-5fa5b92e4895.pdf?sfvrsn=1aad0c79_3
https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/budget-planning-monitoring/presentation_for_public_hearing_on_budget6a0c0654-f769-40b6-a75b-53417d7ff673.pdf?sfvrsn=b8fb9f0d_3
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– state categorical funding provided on a cost per pupil basis, 

originally to help a district reduce class sizes in kindergarten through grade 3. Any funding generated 

for this supplement can now be used for any general fund purpose.  

 

– Equity refers to the fair or equal distribution of resources for schooling, taking 

into account student differences and school district characteristics. The Iowa Legislature is working to 

correct two inequities inherent the Iowa school finance formula – transportation costs per student and 

the district cost per student. Transportation legislation provides additional resources for transportation 

costs to districts with higher transportation costs per student, thus, freeing up more resources for 

educational programming. Other legislation provides additional funding to increase the state cost per 

pupil (SCPP, the minimum cost per pupil) to decrease the difference between districts at the SCPP and 

those districts with a higher district cost per student.  

 

 – federal legislation that replaced the No Child Left 

Behind Act. It focuses on equity for all students, while giving states and local school districts much 

more ownership over systems of school accountability and support. It requires each district to 

present costs per student per school. 

 

 – the management of school district resources to enhance and enrich student 

and staff learning.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/budget-planning-monitoring/essa_requirementsd92b0942-d0b7-4e59-a872-457b435cfaf1.pdf?sfvrsn=744929ac_3
https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/school-finance-basics/facilitiesplanningquestionsbffc00d9-ffce-4355-8491-9f82c3eeadbd.pdf?sfvrsn=6507ced2_3
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 – the fund that receives the revenues from the school finance formula. It is a 

governmental fund under GAAP and accounts for the revenues and expenditures for the educational 

program and most school district operations. All moneys received by a school corporation from taxes 

and other sources must be accounted for in the General Fund except moneys required by law to be 

accounted for in another fund. Iowa Code §298A.2. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/school-finance-basics/reviewing_your_district%27s_audit_report_2017b2a880ff-f339-4968-a6aa-dce59732b546.pdf?sfvrsn=1817185e_3
https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/school-finance-basics/reviewing_your_district%27s_audit_report_2017b2a880ff-f339-4968-a6aa-dce59732b546.pdf?sfvrsn=1817185e_3
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https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/school-finance-basics/internalcontrol867c2b00-92e0-4812-8183-dfca4fdf12d3.pdf?sfvrsn=4b48b6ac_3
https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/budget-planning-monitoring/instructional_support_programa26c8f19-33ea-4fea-96c6-75e3d29f1221.pdf?sfvrsn=81f09030_3
https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/school-finance-basics/breaking_down_your_spending_authority_fy202043de42fd-ac31-468c-964a-7933fd6a8658.xls?sfvrsn=f7dafaf1_3
https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/school-finance-basics/breaking_down_your_spending_authority_fy202043de42fd-ac31-468c-964a-7933fd6a8658.xls?sfvrsn=f7dafaf1_3
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https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/school-finance-basics/questions_to_ask_about_monthly_financial_statements-bc3fac8c-72b1-4dfb-a61b-8464916cb69d.pdf?sfvrsn=91a059f4_3
https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/budget-planning-monitoring/ppellanguageandsampleform_june20217ae0cd0a-f966-4d28-83de-d05a576239ec.pdf?sfvrsn=92935004_3
https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/budget-planning-monitoring/ppellanguageandsampleform_june20217ae0cd0a-f966-4d28-83de-d05a576239ec.pdf?sfvrsn=92935004_3
https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/budget-planning-monitoring/ppellanguageandsampleform_june20217ae0cd0a-f966-4d28-83de-d05a576239ec.pdf?sfvrsn=92935004_3


10 

 

 

 

 

 – state categorical funding provided on a cost 

per pupil basis, to be used to provide specialized training and advanced professional learning for 

teachers. 

 

– the formal time set aside for community members to vote for persons to 

represent them on their local school board. Recent legislation changed this date from September to the 

first Tuesday in November in odd numbered years. Special elections can also be held on this date. 

 

 – the largest spending authority building block, as well as the 

largest revenue source for school districts. The calculation is district cost per student (DCPP) multiplied 

by a district’s budget enrollment. It is funded through a mix of property taxes and state aid. Iowa Code 

§257.6. 

 

 – district approved program 

funded by the district from property taxes making up 75 percent of the program and the remaining 25 

percent funded from the district’s regular general fund spending. This funding is provided to meet the 

needs of identified students at risk of dropping out of school beyond the instructional program and 

services provided by the regular school program. Iowa Code §257.38-41. 
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– for purposes of calculating funding for SPED, each child 

is counted once as part of the general education population, and an additional count is added based on 

the level of SPED needs. In this way, additional funding is generated in the school finance formula to 

cover the additional costs of needed services for that child.

 

– the formal time set aside for community members to vote on certain issues, if not 

voted on at a regular election. These issues include revenue purpose statements, special levies, 

reorganizations, and/or vacancies. There are two available special election dates each year. 

https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/school-finance-basics/riskmanagementquestions5f71b0fc-2cc9-465f-8be8-741274da6c0e.pdf?sfvrsn=ab8ef943_3
https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/school-finance-basics/riskmanagementquestions5f71b0fc-2cc9-465f-8be8-741274da6c0e.pdf?sfvrsn=ab8ef943_3
https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/school-finance-basics/iowachapter_schoolfinance_final562dd9c6-c4ec-42d6-9a1e-89577356178c.pdf?sfvrsn=1b8bf4cb_8
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– a state program to provide funding to 

increase access to quality preschool programming for four-year-old children in Iowa. Funding is based 

on half the state cost per student times the district’s SVPP enrollment.  

 – the fund that receives revenues from student-related activities such as 

admissions, activity fees, student dues, student fund-raising events, or other student-related 

cocurricular or extracurricular activities. Student activity funds are public funds under the direction 

and control of the board of directors. Moneys in this fund shall be used to support only the 

cocurricular program defined in Department of Education rules in the Iowa Administrative Code 

§298A.8. 

 

 – this fund is used if the board establishes a construction program 

whereby students learn a construction trade and the facility constructed is sold to cover costs of 

https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/school-finance-basics/specialauditwhattoexpecta31bf322-32e2-4a97-9500-01a83b7ef542.pdf?sfvrsn=2eb755_3
https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/school-finance-basics/iowachapter_schoolfinance_final562dd9c6-c4ec-42d6-9a1e-89577356178c.pdf?sfvrsn=1b8bf4cb_8
https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/school-finance-basics/iowachapter_schoolfinance_final562dd9c6-c4ec-42d6-9a1e-89577356178c.pdf?sfvrsn=1b8bf4cb_8
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construction. Revenues are from the sale of the facility and expenses are those involved in the 

construction costs. §281.98.76. 

 

 – The annual 

allowed per pupil funding growth resulting from enactment of the state percent of growth.  

 

– for purposes of calculating funding for certain specific purposes, 

each child is counted once as part of the general education population, and then an additional portion is 

added to that count to provide additional funding (when multiplied by the cost per student) to either 

increase student opportunities, provide incentives for desired actions, and/or provide need funding for 

additional costs. For example, these purposes include (but are not limited to) special education, English 

language learners, community college courses, and operational functions.  

 

 –state categorical funding 

provided on a cost per student basis to reward effective teachers with leadership opportunities and 

higher pay, attract new teachers with competitive starting salaries and more support, and foster greater 

collaboration for all teachers to learn from one another.  

 

– state categorical funding provided on a cost per student 

basis to provide additional compensation to teachers.  
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https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/financial-focus-data-tool/f_uab_explanationb76ad6e1-b60b-402a-9db0-c4fa635bb157.pdf?sfvrsn=9fd373f2_3
https://www.ia-sb.org/docs/default-source/toolbox/financial-tools/financial-focus-data-tool/f_uab_explanationb76ad6e1-b60b-402a-9db0-c4fa635bb157.pdf?sfvrsn=9fd373f2_3

