Sample News Article

School Board Recognition Month

May 2024
Note: This article can be adapted for use in your district newsletter, in your local newspaper, as a letter to the editor or as a foundation of a speech. Localize the article by adding information about your board members, how they will be honored and examples of ways your board has improved education for the students in your district.

____________________________________________

(Your District’s Name) Recognizes Leaders During School Board Recognition Month

The Iowa Association of School Boards has designated May as School Board Recognition Month, this year recognizing their work in Propelling Students to New Heights.  As citizen leaders, _______ (district/AEA/CC) board members face complex and demanding challenges, yet few people fully understand the scope and far-reaching implications of board members’ responsibilities. All Iowa citizens should recognize the vital contributions of these elected officials and focus attention on the crucial role they play in the education of our children. 
School board members come from all walks of life. Serving on the _____ (district/AEA/CC) board are a ______, a _______, etc. (add board member occupations: farmers, secretaries, doctors, lawyers, homemakers, architects, truck drivers, professors, business owners, real estate agents, etc.). Although they wear many hats in the workday world, school board members put on a collective hat when they get down to business and chart the course for the future of their district and their students. Board members must pull together as a team, each offering unique perspectives toward a universal goal—a focus on student achievement to secure Iowa’s future. 

The _____ (#) members of the _______ (district/AEA/CC) board establish a vision for the education program, design a structure to achieve that vision, ensure schools are accountable to the community and to families, strongly advocate continuous improvement in student learning, and create a positive culture for the entire district. To accomplish these goals, board members contribute thousands of hours each year leading their districts. Whether it be crafting policies, hiring administrators, listening to staff, student, and family concerns, or advocating with legislators, board members always strive to build a solid foundation toward the goal of high student achievement. The time spent piloting their district at board meetings represents just one piece of the puzzle—a small fraction of the hours school board members spend leading in their districts. They attend professional development opportunities to keep current on the latest trends in educational leadership; are deeply involved in community and school activities; and they create, read and study countless reports, agendas, proposals and other information to guide difficult decisions. Their love for learning and their commitment to the students, staff, families and community served by the ______ (district/AEA/CC) drives board members’ desire to help ensure the sky’s the limit for their students’ futures.

Join your community in saying ‘thank you’ to (insert names of board members) for propelling students to new heights and recognizing their efforts throughout the year.

