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Special Education Weightings and Funding

lowa’s school aid formula allows districts to generate additional funding through weighted
enrollments. Students that receive special education services are assigned an additional weighting to
generate funding for the added costs of providing instruction (see lowa Code 256B.9). The additional
weightings are based on the severity of the special education needs. The additional weighting
amounts by level include: Level | = 0.72; Level Il = 1.21: and Level lll = 2.74. Funding from the special
education weightings must be used for instruction of special education students. Note that the School
Budget Review Committee reviews the special education weightings every other year and has the
authority to adjust the weighting levels, however no adjustments have been made since 2002
(impacting funding in FY 2004).

The following charts and table provide special education weightings and funding by level from FY
2001 to preliminary FY 2021.

School Aid Formula Weightings and Funding for Special Education: FY 2001 to Preliminary FY 2021

Special Education Weightings - by Level Special Education Funding Amounts- by Level
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Fiscal Special Ed. Level | Special Ed. Level Il Special Ed. Level lll Special Ed. - Totals Annual % Change
Year Weighting Funding Weighting Funding Weighting Funding Weighting Funding Weighting | Funding
2001 29,954.68 | $ 130,709,924 14,647.91 | $ 63,941,351 19,122.46 [ $ 83,469,756 63,725.05 | $ 278,121,047

2002 29,862.20 | $ 135,500,763 15,526.77 | $ 70,474,125 20,07324 | $ 91,118,025 65,462.21 | $ 297,092,912 2.7% 6.8%
2003 29,655.48 | $ 135,896,597 16,208.26 | $ 74,296,943 21,317.20 | $ 97,721,527 67,180.94 | $ 307,915,068 2.6% 3.6%
2004 31,286.16 | $ 146,213,033 1521038 | $ 71,108,600 22,058.37 | $ 103,133,096 68,554.91 | $ 320,454,727 2.0% 4.1%
2005 30,908.88 | $ 147,313,437 15,801.30 | $ 75,348,191 22,685.83 | $ 108,178,273 69,396.01 | $ 330,839,905 1.2% 3.2%
2006 30,610.80 | $ 151,707,789 15,899.92 | $ 78,840,140 23,639.35 | $ 117,205,544 70,150.07 | $ 347,753,464 11% 5.1%
2007 30,096.72 | $ 155,083,508 15,549.96 | $ 80,168,591 24,383.26 | $ 125,680,426 70,029.94 | $ 360,932,530 -0.2% 3.8%
2008 29,139.84 | $ 156,121,516 15,719.65 | $ 84,255,871 2529431 | $ 135,559,430 70,153.80 | $ 375,936,822 0.2% 4.2%
2009 28,230.48 | $ 157,258,459 16,047.25 | $ 89,430,796 23957.19 | $ 133,500,434 68,234.92 | $ 380,189,702 -2.7% 1.1%
2010 27,423.36 | $ 158,851,575 16,794.60 | $ 97,305,417 21,800.81 | $ 126,314,755 66,018.77 | $ 382,471,761 -3.2% 0.6%
2011 26,704.08 | $ 157,757,404 17,503.20 | $ 103,418,705 21,285.69 | $ 125,781,328 65,492.97 | $ 386,957,435 -0.8% 1.2%
2012 26,529.84 | $ 156,730,941 18,203.57 | $ 107,550,807 20,869.21 | $ 123,308,198 65,602.62 | $ 387,589,949 0.2% 0.2%
2013 25776.72 | $ 155,323,006 18,136.41 | $ 109,283,357 20,851.40 | $ 125,666,059 64,764.53 | $ 390,272,417 -1.3% 0.7%
2014 24,739.20 | $ 152,042,355 18,101.65 | $ 111,229,455 20,510.27 | $ 126,067,022 63,351.12 | $ 389,338,826 -2.2% -0.2%
2015 24,278.40 | $ 155,165,190 17,875.28 | $ 114,213,012 20,262.30 | $ 129,506,200 62,415.98 | $ 398,884,393 -1.5% 2.5%
2016 24,067.44 | $ 155,744,654 17,624.18 | $ 114,007,656 19,930.76 | $ 128,987,988 61,622.38 | $ 398,740,307 -1.3% 0.0%
2017 2404512 | $ 159,085,039 17,099.66 | $ 113,077,624 21,521.33 | $ 142,389,259 62,666.11 | $ 414,551,927 1.7% 4.0%
2018 24,236.64 | $ 162,124,327 16,842.14 | $ 112,600,527 23,257.12 | $ 155,556,729 64,335.90 | $ 430,281,590 2.7% 3.8%
2019 24,552.00 | $ 165,940,041 16,969.96 | $ 114,639,682 23,717.44 | $ 160,294,824 65,239.40 | $ 440,874,542 1.4% 2.5%
2020 25,305.84 | $ 174,622,864 17,885.05 | $ 123,366,178 23,514.68 | $ 162,249,600 66,705.57 | $ 460,238,641 2.2% 4.4%
2021* 25,878.96 | $ 182,817,026 18,543.22 | $ 130,969,426 23,328.36 | $ 164,801,551 67,750.54 | $ 478,588,006 1.6% 4.0%

*FY 2021 data is preliminary and subject to change.
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Additional Resources Pertaining to Special Education Weightings and Funding:

e Special Education Balances and Deficit Data Boost (December 20, 2019)
e Detailed School Aid Weightings
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http://us5.campaign-archive.com/?u=e0acb6236d9a5dbd136a38ef4&id=ab6699e107
https://www.ia-sb.org/main/downloads/Finance/FF/E_SchlAidWeightings_FY_2020_FF.xlsx

