
Iowa BIG North's Authentic Classroom - The Power 
of Belonging and Serving Communities



Student Choices



Use student passion to drive 
deep learning and deliver core 

academic credits.



Engage 
students in 
authentic 

community 
projects, 

problems, and 
opportunities.



Connect 
students 

more deeply 
to the people 

and 
resources of 

their 
communities.



Where did it all start? 



Passion



Service to Others



Interdisciplinary



STEM BEST Program             STEM Innovator



Student Population in IBN 
BIG North



Student Requirements

“Fail early, fail often, but always 
fail forward.”

-John C. Maxwell



● Locations - New Hampton and Turkey Valley
● Personnel & Course Offerings

○ Krissy Anderson - CTE & Future Prep
○ Cari Laures - CTE
○ Kassie Bercik - English
○ Marsha Jevne - English
○ Mike Kuennen - CTE
○ Holly O’Brien - College and Career Coordinator 

(NICC)

Iowa BIG North Information:



Our growing pains-
~It’s not for everyone

~Getting involved in too many initiatives

~Assessing students and communicating with them

~ “Making” time to work with all students



What does a 
student-centered setting 

look like for us?



Contact Information
Krissy Anderson: 641-330-5881 k_anderson@new-hampton.k12.ia.us 
Cari Laures: 931-801-8755 c_laures@new-hampton.k12.ia.us
Holly O’Brien: 641-330-4852 obrienh@nicc.edu 
Mike Kuennen: 563-422-0985 m_kuennen@new-hampton.k12.ia.us 
The core design principles are:

● Use student passion to drive deep learning and deliver core 
academic credits

● Engage students in authentic community projects, problems, and 
opportunities

● Connect students more deeply to the people and resources of their 
communities
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